
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

 

June Sermon Series 
 
 

 June 4              Some Finicky Cats 

   Daniel 6: 1-23; Acts 4:23-24, 29-34 

 June 11            Thy Kingdom Come   

   Daniel 7; John 5: 18-24 

 June 18  Where Do the Men Sit? 

   Psalm 29, Ephesians 1:11-23  

 June 25   Guest Preacher: Rev. Tom Patterson 
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Contact Us 
425.743.2386 

church@northcreekpres.org 
 
  
 

 

NCPC Staff 
 

David Casson, Lead Pastor 

Kurt Helmcke, Associate Pastor  

Lolly Brasseur, Dir. of Music Ministry 

Molly Pankow, Childcare Coordinator 

Nathan Wagner, Children’s Ministry 

Sean Lian, Youth Ministry 

Trinity Moffat, Office Supervisor 

Terry Summe, Finance Manager  

Hal Hunt, Choir Director 

Bryan Venn, Sound Technician 

Art Clark, Facilities 
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 Pastor’s Paragraph                                    2 
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all God’s holy people in  

Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:  Grace and peace. 
                             – Philippians 1:1 

 

Bootcamp for NCPC’s Newest Officers  

I’ve spent the last two Wednesday evenings with the sorts of people Paul greets specifically in this first verse of 
his letter to Philippi (Philippians, by the way, will be the focus of our summer worship series).  What I mean is the 
new class of elders and deacons you as a congregation elected on May 21st and which you will ordain and install 
on July 9th to lead us in the next chapter of our mission together.  They are deacons Margy Witten, Sharon Svien 
Heather Brandt, and Linda Carson; and elders Steve Witten, Renee Dittman, Kate Gibbs, and Ed Rengli (elected for 
a second term) 

Now I for one am glad that our new officers are quite a bit more sprightly, vigorous 
and representative of the congregation than these six grizzled male elders in the 
classic 1891 painting The Ordination of Elders in a Scottish Kirk by John Henry 
Lorimer.  Even so, I’m grateful to our Scots Presbyterian forefathers and mothers 
for our rich peculiar tradition of elders’ and deacons’ genuine significance in the 
leadership of the church (“Presbyterian,” by the way, means “led by elders”). 

You might be curious how we prepare elders and deacons for these roles.  The training begins by setting this call 
to be an officer of the church into a much bigger story.  It’s the story described in the very first paragraph of our 
Presbyterian Book of Order, titled “God’s Mission.”  All of us (whether or not we’re an officer) orient our lives 
around our part in that mission of God in Jesus Christ.  And so, the first assignment for new elders 
and deacons is to compose a statement of personal faith explaining how God’s story has become 
their own story.  They will present this faith statement to the session on July 9th, the last step 
before being ordained and installed. 

Then we embark on a quick tour of the history of the church, in order to better understand what 
it means to follow Jesus as part of the Reformed and Presbyterian branch of Jesus’ family tree.  In 
this 500th anniversary of those 95 theses we talk about Martin Luther, John Calvin and Scots reformer John Knox, 
and how each contributed to the particular things we Presbyterians tend to emphasize.  We dig into our Book of 
Confessions as helpful articulations of that faith at key moments in the story of God’s people.  Then we bring the 
story up to 2017, mapping the landscape of various sister denominations and Christian movements in the United 
States. 

Having spent two full evenings considering things elders and deacons share as spritual leaders of 
our congregation, the next step involves separate orientations to the particular tasks of each of 
these offices in our congregational structure.  They will learn how each office, in different ways, 
helps us put into practice a particular model of ministry (the equipping model) in order to live into 
our current mission statement. 

As these officers take their place, a HUGE thanks to those handing them the baton:  deacons Randye Barsotti, 
Carol Slaughterbeck, Joan Eble, Susan Stansberry and Jackie Swanson, and elders Bill Simpson, Drew Paris, and 
Angel Down.  As you can see from the lists of both outgoing and incoming officers, God is faithful giving us gifted 
leaders as we follow God on mission together. 

 

          Grace & peace, 

          Pastor David 



 

 

Welcome New Members! 
Following our spring New Member class series we’ve 

added six new faces to our North Creek family.  

We’re so excited to have Anne Cole, Judi and Robert 

Brooks, Linda and Shane Richardson and Dan Clark 

with us as we worship the Lord together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Poverty, Inc Screening  
Join us for a screening of the award-winning film 

Poverty, Inc at 5:30 June 4.  

The film takes a look at the world of international 

development and the role of western donors in 

developing nations, asking us to take a critical look at 

whether we’re truly helping the people our donations 

are designed to serve. Screening will be at the church. 

BBQ dinner provided; child care available upon 

request.  

Together at Ten on the 25th 
Don’t forget that beginning June 25 

we will be worshipping together at a 

single service at 10 am for the rest of 

the summer.  

If you show up at 9 am or 11 am you will be either 

very early or very late, so mark your calendars!  
 

Rebuild with Brunch 
Following our first 10am single service of worship for 

Summer 2017, join other NCPC friends at the Fire 

Relief Benefit Brunch in the Fellowship Hall. 

Donations will go toward rebuilding homes for 

Eastern Washington Fire Victims.   

 

Calling all scientists, engineers, artists 

and mathematicians: Share your experience 

with  young students Would you like to put your 

STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, math) 

experience to good use in the community?  Greater 

Trinity Academy, a North Creek partner organization 

that serves families in South Everett is looking for 

volunteers for their summer program.  Share about 

your career experience for an hour or so with young 

students who will be inspired to reach for new 

heights in their own educational journeys.  Volunteers 

are also needed to help teach beginning key 

boarding.  Contact Anna Jimenez at 

annadejimenez@gmail.com or visit 

www.edachievers.com  for more information.    
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Youth Ministry  4 
This year’s Sr High Spring retreat was at Camp Casey on Whidbey 
Island.  Highlights included having time to deepen friendships, amazing home 
cooked meals, corporate worship, studying the book of Ruth, and an epic game of 
“Gotcha” at Fort Casey. 



 

 

Con-grad-ulations NCPC Grads!         

Katie Helmcke  
(Cascade High School) 

 
Headed to George Fox University 

Paul Jaton 
(Everett High School) 

 
Headed to Edmonds Community College 

Katie Phippen 
(Lynnwood High School) 

Hannah Pope 
(Jackson High School) 

 
Headed to Edmonds Community College 

Kimberly Larson 
(Jackson High School) 

  
Headed to the University of Southern California 

Bryce Milne 
(Lynnwood High School) 

 
Headed to Edmonds Community College 
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Harrison Buck 
(Cascade High School) 

 



 

 

Con-grad-ulations NCPC Grads!   

Grace Helmcke 

(Bachelor of Fine Arts—Central Washington University) 
 

This summer, Grace will be teaching for Seattle’s Taproot Theatre Company in their 
Acting Studio classes. She plans to audition for shows regionally and is considering 
pursuing an MFA sometime in the future.  
 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17  
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his 
grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word.” 

Andrew Casson 

(New Mexico State University) 
 

Andrew will begin his Masters in Mechanical Engineering at the Uni-
versity of Washington in the fall.  
 
Psalm 111:10 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his 
precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise. “ 

Patricia Swanson 

(Master of Fine Arts—Temple University) 
 

Patricia plans to stay in Philadelphia for another year or two. She 
has several job opportunities in the works. 

Congratulations to all of our graduates as we share in the joy of your achievements.  
Prayers to you all as you take your next steps in life and in faith.  
 

• In the Love of Christ,  
 Your North Creek Family 

Sarah Beard 

(Bachelor of Science in Legal Studies—Bellevue 
University in Omaha, Nebraska 
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F3 Group           

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Dinner Study @ NCPC 
3 Wednesdays:  June 21, July 19, August 16 

6:15—8:00 pm 
Sign up in advance at www.northcreekpres.org 

Donations encouraged.  Childcare available upon request 

June 21 ...Movie Documentary Screening 

Rick Steves’ LUTHER and the REFORMATION 

In this one-hour documentary — filmed on location in Europe 
— Rick Steves tells the story of a humble monk named Martin 
Luther who lived a dramatic life. Rick visits key sites relating to 
the Reformation and explores the complicated political world 
of 16th-century Europe. It's a story of power, rebellion, and 
faith that you'll never forget. 

July 19 ...World-renowned Health Lecture on Video 

Faith & Dementia: Remembering Whose We Are 

John Swinton of the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, is a 
world-renowned Christian scholar in the area of faith and 
health.  In this Christ College lecture delivered on March 30th 
of this year, Professor Swinton presents timely research and 
insight into the intersection of Christian faith & the condition 
known as dementia. 

August 16  ...Church History Lecture 

He Nailed It! The Theology of Luther’s 95 Theses 

To prepare us for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 
our own Rae Stephenson applies his Master’s degree in 
Church History to what Luther was saying about God, 
humanity, and the church when he nailed his 95 Theses to 
the door of the Wittenberg church on October 31, 1517—the 
signature act that started it all. 
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Clean Up            

Prayer Ministry      

[Jesus said,] “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” - Matthew 5:4 
 
A Time to Mourn 
 
No one chooses to be sad. It happens naturally enough when we experience loss or face the pain of 
difficult circumstances. And most days, in the global village of our world today, we can find plenty to be 
sad about. So much, in fact, that we may have short-circuited our ability to  mourn.  
 
When we mourn, we don’t have to wear black clothes, cry all day, or even feel sad. Mourning is more 
about our ability to recognize injustice, acknowledge imperfection and spot the distance between our 
shattered world and God’s perfect holiness. It’s not up to use to close this gap—Christ has already 
provided the bridge between out sin and God’s love.  
 
Mourning involves bringing out recognition of what’s broken before God and asking for his healing, 
comfort and restoration. Today, you don’t have to be sad—although you may be – as you reflect on areas 
and individuals that need the love of Jesus.  
 
Pray: “Lord, allow me to see the suffering of others as an opportunity to share your love with them. 
Open my heart to their pain and to be an instrument of your healing.”  
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